Slide deck 11: Opening Up (1 panel) by Bonnell, Angela L.
Illinois State University 
ISU ReD: Research and eData 
Serving Students: The Legacy of Milner’s Library Milner Library Exhibits 
2018 
Slide deck 11: Opening Up (1 panel) 
Angela L. Bonnell 
Illinois State University, abonne@ilstu.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/servingstudents 
Recommended Citation 
Bonnell, Angela L., "Slide deck 11: Opening Up (1 panel)" (2018). Serving Students: The Legacy of Milner’s 
Library. 6. 
https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/servingstudents/6 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Milner Library Exhibits at ISU ReD: Research and eData. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in Serving Students: The Legacy of Milner’s Library by an authorized 










Since its unassuming beginnings, the library has grown to meet the changing 
needs of the University. The physical building has gradually expanded from its 
160 square foot entryway to our current 224,000 square foot building. Over the 
years, the collection has grown in size and breadth to accommodate the 
transition from a teacher education institution into a multipurpose university 
with degree programs at the bachelor's, master's, and doctoral levels. To adjust 
to student demands, the Library’s hours of service have extended to include 
weekends and evenings. 
Once only capable of seating several dozen students at one time, the current 
building can be home to over a thousand at any given moment. (Many more visit 
our virtual site to access sources offsite!) Where Ange. V. Milner was once the 
sole librarian for the University, Milner Library now employs over 70 librarians 
and staff to serve students’ diverse needs.
A Old Main
1890 · 160 ft2 · single room
B Old Main
1892 · 2,000 ft2 · two rooms
C Cook Hall
1898 · 3,600 ft2 
D North Hall
1914 · 11,088 ft2
E Williams Hall
1940 · 50,000 ft2
F Williams Hall
1958 · 69,000 ft2 · after 1958 annex
G Williams Hall
1964 · 96,000 ft2 · after 1964 addition
H Milner Library
1976 · 224,000 ft2
